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SUBJECT: PERUVIAN PURCHASE OF SOVIET AIRCRAFT 

1 . AT A NOVEMBER 2 PRESS CONFERENCE, FONMIN DE LA PUENTE REPLIED 
TO A JOURNALIST’S QUESTION THAT PERU HAD ACCEPTED (OR IS ACCEPTING) 
THE SOVIET OFFER TO SELL COMBAT AIRCRAFT (THE SU-22). TEXTUALLY, 
GOVERNMENT-OWNED LA CRONICA QUOTED HIM: "WHEN WE CONSIDERED IT 
NECESSARY TO RENEW THE EQUIPMENT OF THE PERUVIAN AIR FORCE, 

KNOWN SUPPLIER COUNTRIES SUCH AS FRANCE, ENGLAND, THE SOVIET UNION 
AND THE UNITED STATES WERE INVITED TO PRESENT THEIR BEST EQUIP- 
MENT AND FINANCING. AFTER SOME MONTHS, THE ONLY COUNTRY THAT 
ANSWERER OFFERING VERY FAVORABLE CONDITIONS WAS THE SOVIET UNION 
AND WE ACCEPTED (ACEPTAMOS) THE PROPOSAL." 

2. DE LA PUENTE WAS FURTHER QUOTED: "IF YOU ARE OFFERED FAVORABLE 
CONDITIONS YOU ACCEPT THEM, BECAUSE AIRPLANES HAVE NO IDEOLOGY". 
HE ADDED THAT TO FLY THE AIRPLANES ALL THAT IS NECESSARY IS PILOT 
TRAINING, AS WAS DONE IN ENGLAND UPON ACQUIRING THE CANBERRAS 
AND IN FRANCE UPON ACQUIRING THE MIRAGES. 

3. COMMENT: THIS PUTS THE GOP LINE IN A NUTSHELL: PERU NEEDED 
TO RENEW ITS COMBAT AIRCRAFT; ASKED FOR BIDS FROM SEVERAL 
COUNTRIES; ACCEPTED THE BEST OFFER, WHICH HAPPENED TO BE SOVIET, 
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WITHOUT REGARD TO IDEALOGY; AND SEES SOVIET INFLUENCE AS LIMITED 
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TO PILOT TRAINING IN THE SOVIET UNION. 

DEAN 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY PROCUREMENT, MILITARY AIRCRAFT 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 03 NOV 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LIMA10022 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 
Executive Order: N/A 
Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D76041 0-0309 
From: LIMA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 976/newtext/tl 9761 186/aaaacwsg. tel 

Line Count: 63 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: oatisao 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 JUL 2004 by schwenja>; APPROVED <16 AUG 2004 by oatisao 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PERUVIAN PURCHASE OF SOVIET AIRCRAFT 
TAGS: MASS, PE, SU, UR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



